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Bus and coach industry news
7 May 2010

Note to broadcasters:  The SMMT has its own ISDN studio


	Press release number:
	4781
	Release:
	Now


Buses still weak, coaches improve slightly in April

•
Big buses fall 43% with sharp falls for single and double decks.

•
Big coaches up 78%, building on recent trend.

•
Small, 7.4% rise for small buses in April and up 21.5% year to date.

“April saw big bus registrations fall.  With recent orders well down, such developments are to be expected and the outlook for the big bus sectors will be weak, particularly for firms dependent on UK demand,” said Paul Everitt, SMMT chief executive.  “By contrast, Spring has seen a seasonal and welcome rise in big coach registrations, though from a very low base.  As our new government establishes itself, the priority must be to sustain and strengthen the economic recovery with particular focus on encouraging the availability of more and better priced finance.”

Big buses and coaches – rolling year registrations December 2005 to Apr 2010
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Further tables and charts follow with more details of annual trends by gross vehicle weight and type.
Notes: The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK.  It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media.  The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy with £51bn turnover and £10bn value added.  With over 800,000 jobs dependent on the industry, it accounts for 10% of total UK exports and invests £1bn each year in R&D.  In the last ten years, huge strides have been made to reduce the environmental impact of its products throughout the life cycle.  Improvements in production processes mean energy used to produce cars is down 24%, water use is down 45% and 57% less waste enters landfill sites.  Average car tailpipe CO2 emissions have also been slashed and are down 20% compared to 1999 levels.  For more details, download SMMT’s tenth annual Sustainability Report or annual facts booklet from the SMMT website www.smmt.co.uk/publications.
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April 2010 bus and coach registration data
	New bus and coach registrations in the United Kingdom – 2010

	
	Apr
	% change*
	Year to date
	% change*
	RYT Apr 2010
	% change*

	Total buses and coaches
	681
	- 17.7%
	2,705
	- 8.9%
	7,725
	- 19.3%

	Buses above 8.5t
	240
	- 43.1%
	873
	- 35.7%
	2,857
	- 19.1%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Single-deck buses:
	
	
	
	
	
	

	minibuses to 3.5t
	15
	- 72.2%
	81
	- 54.2%
	336
	- 65.7%

	3.5 – 8.5t
	303
	7.4%
	1,392
	21.5%
	3,749
	- 12.7%

	8.5 – 16t
	96
	- 27.3%
	306
	- 33.6%
	1,056
	- 20.2%

	16t +
	49
	- 56.3%
	160
	- 57.6%
	528
	- 32.0%

	Single-deck buses total
	463
	- 20.2%
	1,939
	- 10.3%
	5,669
	- 23.1%

	16t+ double-deck buses
	95
	- 46.6%
	407
	- 21.6%
	1,273
	- 11.1%

	All buses
	558
	- 26.4%
	2,346
	- 12.5%
	6,942
	- 21.2%

	All coaches
	123
	78.3%
	359
	24.2%
	783
	2.5%

	Coaches 3.5 – 16t
	9
	80.0%
	18
	80.0%
	48
	- 29.4%

	Coaches 16t+
	114
	78.1%
	341
	22.2%
	735
	5.6%


The statistics in the above table are based on all vehicles registered in the UK with a bus and coach body.   The data covers all vehicles, from minibuses to double-deck buses and coaches.

Notes

Source: SMMT MVRIS Reports (NR3-BC)
*NB: Percentage changes on the same period a year before: N%; no registrations year before
YTD: Year-to-date

RYT: Rolling year total
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Key annual trends in the UK bus and coach new registration markets

Annual trends – rolling year totals for months from Dec 2003 to April 2010
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SDBuses: Single-deck buses

DDBuses: Double-deck buses

Analysis based on SMMT’s MVRIS – Bus and coach report NR3B&C
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